
Region III Business Meeting 
Annual Spring Meeting 

Tuesday, May 7, 2024, 11:30pm 
The Westin Fort Lauderdale Beach Resort 

See slide deck appendix for meeting details 

I. Promotion of this year’s Philanthropy: Uplift Literacy

II. Recognition of this year’s volunteers

III. Call to Order – Chair Tanta Myles (Georgia Institute of Technology)

Laneika called the meeting to order at 11:37 am. 

IV. Approval of Minutes – Secretary Rebecca Wessinger (University of South Carolina)

Approval of Minutes postponed until AM66 so that we can obtain previous minutes from Laney 
McLean (Attain Partners) 

V. Recognition of New Members and First Time Attendees – Tanta Myles (Georgia Institute of
Technology)

Tanta noted that there were 53 new RIII members and 90 first time attendees at the 2024 RIII 
Meeting.  

VI. Recognition of award winners – Chair-Elect Laneika Musalini (Columbus State University)
a. Pam Whitlock Rising Star Award – Kendra Ellis (Duke University)
b. Sandy Barber Volunteer Award – Winniford “Ford” Simmons (Medical University of South

Carolina)
c. Distinguished Service Award – Steven Koogler (Emory University)
d. 2024 Region III Travel Award – Shekinda Ward (Vanderbilt University)

VII. Financial Report – Treasurer Jaime Petrasek (University of Virginia)
See attached slides

VIII. Regional Officer / Committee Reports (SEE SLIDES FOR DETAILS)
a. Treasurer – Jaime Petrasek (University of Virginia)

1. Philanthropy
Coordinator: Melissa Freudenberger (University of Tennessee Institute of Agriculture).
Philanthropy will no longer be a coordinator position after 2024 Spring Meeting.



 
2. Sponsorships 

Coordinator: Lorelei Sells (University of Tampa). Term has ended and call for 
volunteers issued. 

 
b. Secretary – Rebecca Wessinger (University of South Carolina) 

 
1. Website 

Coordinator: Ford Simmons, (Medical University of South Carolina). Term has ended 
and call for volunteers issued. 

 
2. Social Media 

Coordinator: Alicia Lewin (University of South Carolina). Term will be ending and call 
for volunteers issued. 
  

3. Surveys and Evaluations: 
Coordinator: Jenn Garye (Florida State University). Term will be ending and call for 
volunteers issued. 
 

4. Public Relations 
Coordinator: Jessica Wilson (University of South Florida) 

 
c. Immediate Past-Chair – Natasha Williams (Emory University) 

1. Nominations and Elections 
Coordinator: Ashley Pinkard (Arkansas State University) 

 Call for nominations for new Chair-Elect will be disseminated on May 10, 
2024, and be open for two weeks 

 Announcement of new officers in August at AM66, 
 

2. Site Selection 
Tanta Myles (Georgia Institute of Technology) 

 The Galt House, Louisville, KY (2025) 
 

3. RIII Research Administration Mentoring Program (RAMP), Coordinator: 
 Program on hiatus. Survey to garner interest and get ideas will be sent out to the 

membership. 
 

d. Chair– Tanta Myles (Georgia Institute of Technology) 
 

1. Honors and Awards 
Coordinator: Lee Broxton (Georgia Institute of Technology) 
Members: Tolise Dailey and Bella DiFranzo 
 

2. New Members 
Coordinator: Tracy Louder (Auburn University – Montgomery) 
Members: Kendra Ellis and Carolyn Sims 

 
3. Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 

Coordinator: Moniqua Holton (American Heart Association) 



Members: Kendra Ellis, Wendy Lynn Eckert, Betty Ann Morgan, Camilo Medina, 
Adrienne Tillman, Maria Firestone, Krystal Yidi, Derick Jones, and Jeanette Moss-
Smith 

 
4. Alumni and Emeritus 

Coordinator: Pam Whitlock (University of North Carolina, Wilmington, Emeritus) 
 

e. Chair-Elect – Laneika Musalini (Columbus State University) 
 

1. Program Committee 
Chair: Laneika Musalini (Columbus State University) 
Co-Chair: Tanta Myles (Georgia Institute of Technology) 

 
2. Hospitality 

Coordinator: Stephanie Broxton (Georgia Institute of Technology) 
 

3. Volunteer 
Coordinator: Erika Menard (Georgia State University) 

 
4. Attendee Experience 

Coordinator: Tameria Mace (University of Central Florida) 
 

5. Planning Committee 
Laneika Musalini (Columbus State University) 
 

f. Thank you to our Sponsors 
 

g. Regionally-Elected National Board Member – Emily Devereux (University of South 
Carolina) (SEE ATTACHED APPENDIX) 
 

1. NCURA National reports 
Emily Devereux (University of South Carolina) 

 
IX. Old Business – None. 

 
X. New Business 

a. Recognition of individuals completing terms as Executive Committee members and 
Committee Coordinators  
Immediate Past Chair Natasha Williams (Emory University) 
Chair – Tanta Myles (Georgia Institute of Technology) 
Chair Elect – Laneika Musalini (Columbus State University) 
 

b. Recognition of New Officers –  
Immediate Past Chair - Tanta Myles (Georgia Institute of Technology) 
Chair - Jeanne Viviani-Ayers (University of Central Florida) 

 
XI. Adjourn 

Jeanne Viviani-Ayers adjourned the meeting at 12:30 pm. 
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